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Dear Mr. van den Berg,
I would like to thank you for your letter of 9" October 2012, which 1 read with great interest.

I am aware of the supporting role that the EPA Network Interest Group on Climate Change
Adaptation has played over these years, through the full cycle of development of an
adaptation Policy for Europe. I am also pleased to find out that this very active Network
maintains its interest in contributing the experience of its heterogeneous and expert members
to feed the adaptation process with new ideas and suggestions.

As you point out in your letter, the development of the EU adaptation policy has been subject,
from its early stages, to several stakeholder consultation processes that have contributed many
ideas and a clear view of what needs to be done at the EU level.

Currently, the first phase of implementation of the White Paper on adaptation is about to
come to its end, with most of its 33 actions completed or about to be completed, and the

European Commission is currently preparing an adaptation strategy to be adopted in spring
2013.

With this aim, there has been a wide-ranging consultation process that has provided
invaluable input from a broad spectrum of scientific and policy expertise. It included
consultations with the Adaptation Steering Group, made up of Member States, business
organisations and NGOs. Also, an online public consultation launched in May 2012 resulted
in replies from a broad spectrum of stakeholders. Additionally, thematic seminars held in
2012 around Europe allowed the Commission to collect input on specific dimensions of the
Strategy.

The Adaptation Strategy will take into account all the relevant contributions. I am also
convinced that the Strategy will allow for new participation cpportunities to enhance the
contribution and feedback from stakeholders, and the EPA Network in particular. Stakeholder
involvement is one of the key elements for any successful adaptation strategy, and the
Commission intends to highlight these processes to ensure success and ample acceptance of
our proposals.
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