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Introduction 

The Interest Group on Environment and Tourism (IGET) operates within 
the EPA Network, the European Network of the Heads of Environment 
Protection Agencies.  The Interest Group brings together national 
environmental agencies, national tourism authorities and the European 
Environment Agency (EEA). IGET promotes the systematic integration of 
sustainability into tourism policies, drawing on the technical expertise of 
environmental agencies and the coordinating capacity of the EEA. 

This document builds on the environmental aspects highlighted in the 
European Commission’s targeted consultation for the forthcoming EU 
Strategy for Sustainable Tourism. It reflects the group’s shared positions 
on decarbonisation and competitiveness and proposes a coherent 
framework of priority actions. 

Priority actions identified by IGET in its position paper relating to aspects 
of governance, circular economy, climate change, low carbon pathways 
and biodiversity conservation are in line with the EU Strategy for 
Sustainable Tourism objectives such as Decarbonisation, 
Competitiveness and Environmental Resilience. 

Being a key stakeholder, IGET/EPA Network can produce meaningful 
contributions and provide valuable inputs to support the European 
Commission in the co-creation process under development in order to 
help the transformation of the tourism ecosystem.  

In this process IGET can contribute to identify measures and outputs 
needed to accelerate the green transition and improve the resilience of 
the tourism ecosystem.  
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1. Decarbonisation of Transport and Sustainable Mobility 

European tourism cannot be sustainable without addressing its main 
source of emissions: transport. About 8% of global CO₂ emissions come 
from tourism, with aviation and maritime transport responsible for a 
disproportionate share. Furthermore, transport is a major source of air 
pollutants that are harmful to human health. 

Strategic priorities identified by IGET: 

 Reducing the share of air travel in the modal shift, e.g., by shifting 
to environmentally friendly modes of transport and longer stays 
at destination locations. 

 Strengthening cross-border rail networks and intermodality as 
low-emission alternatives to medium- and short-haul trips. 

 Developing infrastructure for active mobility (cycling routes, 
walking paths, greenways) and shared mobility services, 
connecting rural and peripheral areas. 

 Digitalisation of access to sustainable mobility, with integrated 
EU-wide ticketing systems. 

 Transition to sustainable fuels (SAF for aviation, electricity and 
clean fuels for shipping), with production, distribution and 
availability supported by EU investments. 

 Improving the infrastructure for e-mobility in cross-border 
transport and ensuring sufficient charging infrastructure on land 
and water at destinations, especially in rural areas and points of 
interest. 

 

2. Sustainable Resource Management and Circular Economy 

The long-term competitiveness of tourism depends on reducing 
consumption and waste without compromising the visitor experience. 

Key actions promoted by IGET: 
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 Water efficiency: sustainable management of water resources in 
areas facing seasonal water stress, integration of tourism into the 
EU Water Framework Directive, and the forthcoming European 
Climate Resilience and Risk Management Framework. 

 Climate protection (adaptation and mitigation): particularly in the 
hospitality sector, with guidelines for renewables and energy-
saving solutions, but in general for all tourism products and 
services. 
 

 Reduction of waste and pollutants: programmes to cut plastics 
altogether and particularly to cut single-use plastics, food waste 
and other municipal waste, noise pollution, sustainable 
purchasing schemes supported by green public procurement and 
other eco-friendly activities to reduce the environmental footprint 
of the tourism industry. 

 Sustainable production and consumption: life-cycle criteria and 
supply chain dashboards to reduce the “hidden” footprint of 
tourism goods and services. 

 Requiring and promoting environmental management systems 
and certification of products and services with the EU Ecolabel,  
and other high-quality recognized labels. 

 

3. Biodiversity Protection and Ecosystem Restoration 

Nature is Europe’s main tourism asset and the basis of its long-term 
attractiveness. However, increasing tourism pressure, habitat 
fragmentation and climate change and various other pressures are 
threatening biodiversity and ecosystem resilience. 

Integrated strategic approach suggested by IGET: 
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 Move beyond mitigation towards active restoration of 
ecosystems, adopting Nature-Based Solutions (NBS) for both 
climate and tourism impacts. 

 Integrate tourism planning with territorial and environmental 
planning, using Strategic Environmental Assessments (SEA),  
Environmental Impact Assessments (EIA) and other assessment 
processes to prevent negative effects on habitats and species. 

 Alignment of the Tourism Strategy with the principles of the EU 
Nature Restoration Regulation. 

 Develop EU guidelines for the sustainable management of 
protected and sensitive areas, including visitor flow management, 
ecological carrying capacity and the promotion of low-impact 
tourism in line with or based on The EUROPARC Federation's 
European Charter for Sustainable Tourism in Protected Areas. 

 Promote ecological networks and green corridors that connect 
natural areas and reduce habitat fragmentation. 

 Monitor ecosystem and biodiversity health through harmonised 
indicators and integrated databases, leveraging national agencies 
and EEA observation networks. 

 Involve local communities in active conservation, ensuring that 
the economic benefits of tourism contribute to biodiversity 
protection. 

 Promote eco-friendly products, such as agricultural products to 
incentivise moving towards organic or other agro-ecological 
practices. 

 Encourage tourism businesses to contribute to biodiversity 
protection, while reducing their impacts on biodiversity, such as 
through Environmental & Social Governance (ESG), market-based 
instruments, legislation and voluntary Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR) initiatives. 
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Specific measures proposed by IGET: 

 Implement habitat restoration programmes, especially in coastal 
and mountain areas under high tourism pressure. 

 Support nature-based tourism and ecotourism projects that 
directly finance conservation actions. 

 Strengthen cross-border cooperation in managing shared 
ecosystems (e.g. marine areas, mountain ranges, river basins). 

 Introduce environmental certification mechanisms for 
destinations meeting biodiversity protection and enhancement 
standards. 

 

4. Risk analysis and climate change adaptation 

Tourism activities are exposed to a wide range of climate-related risks 
and hazards and  as highlighted by the European Climate Risk 
Assessment (2024). These include extreme weather events (e.g. 
heatwaves, low water, floods), environmental disasters, and the longer-
term consequences of climate change, such as sea-level rise and 
biodiversity loss. In addition, global crises such as pandemics can 
further disrupt mobility and intensify existing vulnerabilities.  When 
regions become inaccessible or travellers are affected at their home (so 
that they must protect their home and cannot leave it), the result is 
immediate income losses for tourism providers, often with cascading 
effects on local economies and employment. To strengthen resilience, it 
is therefore essential to conduct climate risk analysis and implement 
climate adaptation measures: These can include:  

• Regular monitoring and information for all stakeholders on short, 
medium-, and long-term risks 
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• Support in developing climate action and adaption plans to 
respond to the risks described 

• Support in implementing measures to minimize risk and adapt the 
tourism industry 

• Investing in climate-resilient infrastructure and early warning 
systems 

• Promoting examples of successful measures 

 

5. Metrics, Indicators and Monitoring 

Harmonised indicators are essential for effective regulation and for 
tracking progress.  

The harmonization of environmental indicators to monitor tourism 
across Europe is a complex process with numerous challenges. These 
challenges must be addressed to obtain comparable and reliable data 
across Europe to support effective tourism policies, plans and 
environmentally sustainable tourism practices.  

IGET emphasises the need for: 

 Core EU indicators of sustainable tourism, including destination-
level climate footprint,  water consumption, and waste 
production. 

 Monitoring systems integrated with environmental agency 
observation networks. 

 Interoperable EU-wide databases with standardised reporting. 

 In addition to decarbonisation and carbon footprint (mitigation), 
indicators should also cover climate change adaptation, through 
Vulnerability Assessment (VA) and Climate Risk Assessment 
(CRA) in line with IPCC guidelines. 
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6. Role of Environmental Agencies and the EEA 

National environmental agencies and tourism authorities, participating 
in the EPA Network Interest Group on Environment on Tourism (IGET), 
work with the EEA to promote the need for environmentally sustainable 
tourism. Both the EEA and the IGET are key contributors for providing 
the EU tourism strategy with solid and verifiable foundations: 

 Data collection and harmonisation: ensuring methodological 
consistency and comparability between Member States. 

 Technical support: providing guidelines, training and tools to 
calculate environmental footprints and implement best practices. 

 Multilevel coordination: the EEA as a privileged environmental 
partner for European tourism authorities, and national agencies 
as operational arms adapting EU objectives to local contexts. 

 Transparency and credibility: independent monitoring and public 
reporting of progress. 

 

7 Governance Tools and Incentives 

IGET commits to contribute to the identification and planning of the 
production processes of basic data useful for monitoring the 
environmental dimension of sustainability of tourism and the 
environmental impacts generated or suffered by tourism, thus 
contributing to build a European statistical governance framework to 
establish and measure the links between tourism and the environment. 
Developing an environmental monitoring data system integrating the 
current official statistics on tourism with sustainability approach, 
considering the environmental, social and economic dimensions. In 
addition, findings obtained at the national level will be made available. 
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Proposed tools and incentives by IGET: 

 A single EU sustainability recognition framework that integrates 
reliable environmental labels and environmental management 
systems widely used by SMEs. 

 Greater visibility and rewards for certified businesses (mandatory 
badges on booking platforms, priority access to EU funds, tax 
incentives). 

 Green public procurement as a market lever to stimulate 
innovation and circularity. 

 Promotion of environmentally friendly cross-border rail, water, 
and road transport. 

 Support for risk analysis and adaptation measures. 

 

Conclusions 

IGET calls on the European Commission to: 

 Align the EU Tourism Strategy with the Green Deal through a 
sectoral action plan with dedicated resources. 

 Integrate tourism into key EU environmental frameworks (water, 
climate, biodiversity, waste). 

 Strengthen the role of the EEA and national agencies as 
guarantors of data, monitoring and methodological coherence, 
also in relation to tourism–environment linkages. 

 Support a green transition that is also a competitiveness strategy, 
avoiding imbalances and fragmentation among Member States. 

 


